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Nelson A. Rockefell"er's recol"lections of Léger
painting the murals in his apartment (L938-39)

Thus, when I had purchased a ner^r apartment in L936,
I decided to decorate it in the modern style. f
r^rorked with Walface K. Harrison, my cfose friend and
a brifflant architect, who designed very simple wood
paneling with a Louis XTV inffuence in order to
provide a warm and inviting background. We asked
Jean-Michel Frank, one of the outstanding French
designers of the period, to design the interior. He
commissioned distinguished young artists to do the
furnishings, including the lamps and tapestries for
the rugs and chair coverings. These artists lncluded
the Giacometti brothers, Alberto and Diego, and
Christian Bérard.

wally designed two fireplaces in the living room
with space for greaL murafs around them, and our
friends Henri Matisse and Fernand Léger accepted
commissions to undertake the murafs, Matisse did
the mural in Paris from fuff-scafe drawings of the
fireplace, but Léger came over to NehT York and
actually did the painting in the apartment.

I used to r^ratch Léger with fascination as he painted
and the detaifs of the mural unfolded. After he had
finished, we fiked it so much that we persuaded him
to do additional murals for the circular stairwelf
and the hal1ways, both upstairs and down. Léger was
a wonderfuf human being, and we remained friends
until his death.

I ùras constantly working with artists on commissions
for various projects. Thus, modern art for me r^ras
not only the most rewarding aesthetic experience,
but also a warm personal experience because of my
friendship with artists.

Excerpt {rom Nelson A. Rockefeller, "lntroduction," in ed. Dorothy Canning Miller,
The Nelson A. Rockefeller Collection: Masterpieces of Modern Art (New York:
Hudson Hills Press, 1 981 ), 1 2-19.

212-213 The living room of Nelson A. Rockefeller's
apartment, New York. Fireplace mural (untitled),
1938 by Fernand Léger.
Architect: Wallace K. Harrison
lnterior design: Jean-Michel Frank, 1 937

214 The living room of Nelson A. Rockefellert
Fifth Avenue apartment in New York, Fireplace
mural Le Chant (Song), 1938 by Henri Matisse.
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ù 21 5 Study for the fireplace mural in Nelson A.
Rockefeller's New york apartment, 1 93g/39
Gouache and pencil on composition board
26 x 18.3 cm
Herbert F. Johnson Museum of Art, Cornell University
Anonymous gift

21 6 Study for the fireplace mural in Nelson A.
Rockefeller's New york apartment, 1 93g/39
Gouache and pencil on composition board
26 x 16.2 cm
Herbert F. Johnson Museum of Art, Cornell University
Anonymous Gift, acc. no. 74.098.003

21 7 Study for the fireplace mural in Nelson A.
Rockefeller's New York apartment, 1 938/39
Gouache and pencil on composition board
26 x 15.9 cm
Herbert F. Johnson Museum of Art, Cornell University
Anonymous cifT, 7 4.O9 8.0 1 2

21 8 Mural composition for fireplace of Nelson A.
Rockefeller's apartment, 1 939
Oil on canvas
287.3 x189.2 cm
Museum of Modern Art, New York, acc. no. TR6327
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